The use of autologous rectus facia sheath for replacement of inferior caval vein defect in orthotopic liver transplantation.
Occasionally, during liver transplantation, vascular reconstructions have to be performed. Donor vessels can be harvested for this purpose. However, when these are lacking, alternatives should be available. A possible alternative can be the use of autologous rectus fascia sheath, folded as a tube with the mesothelium on the inside. Earlier experimental studies from our centre showed the successful use of the rectus fascia sheath graft in vascular defects in animal experiments. This report describes the first use of this autologous tubular graft for replacement of the inferior caval vein interponate during liver transplantation in men.